
Autumn First Half 2021: Thunder Class Y5/6 

Dear Parents,  

Welcome to our new school year! I hope that you all enjoyed a wonderful summer break. This year, Year 5/6 will be 

called Thunder Class. We shall spend time during our first week of the term developing new friendships and 

welcoming new children through art, drama, PSHE and creativity. We are very fortunate to have Mrs McMahon as 

our teaching assistant. 

Curriculum Over the term, we will be stepping back in time to the dynamic dynasties of ancient 

China - the longest lasting ancient civilisation! In the role of archaeologists, we will unearth 

artefacts and evidence to help us to build a picture of the Shang Dynasty and query the idea of 

it being an advanced civilisation. We will visit the ancient emperors and warriors and hear their tales of power, 

wealth and war. We shall delve into Chinese folktales and meet surprising characters with wisdom to share. As the 

emperor’s ancient Chinese astronomers, we shall read the sky, predicting important and unexpected events to 

affirm the divine link between the heavens and the emperor. We had better not fail in our work as there will be 

disastrous penalties!  

Reading: Your child will engage in reading throughout the whole curriculum as we research and read to support 

learning. We have many excellent whole class texts and novels to read throughout the year, which will 

support your child’s ongoing development in responding to reading, linguistic skills and comprehension. In 

addition to this, your child will be expected to read a range of books to their own interests, whether from 

the school library or his/her personal collection. It is expected that your child will bring their current book 

of interest to school each day and keep a record of reading. Please continue to encourage and instil the love of 

reading for pleasure and enjoy discussing books at home with your child.  

Supporting your child at home:  Every Tuesday, your child will be given homework in a homework folder. This 

homework will include weekly focused spellings/times tables, as well as work to support other subjects when 

appropriate. This may include preparation prior to learning in class, a short task to support learning or an activity to 

help remember what has been learnt. The homework folder should be brought back to school on the following 

Monday.  

The homework ‘take away’ suggestions (given at the beginning of term) are to support your child’s 

interests in the Dynamic Dynasties topic. Your child is expected to choose two or more homework 

options from the homework take away menu each term. Homework can be brought into school on any Friday to 

present during our homework celebration. Alternatively, it can be uploaded onto Seesaw ready for presentation.   

Your child also has access to Doodle Maths, Spelling, English and Times Tables as well as TT Rockstars. 

Regular time spent on these Apps will support your child in achieving curriculum objectives.   

Forest School:  Forest school will take place every Thursday morning. Our first session will be on Thursday 9th 

September. Your child may come to school in their Forest School kit: long trousers or joggers, long sleeved T shirt, 

sun hat and sturdy footwear to wear outside. It is vital that your child also brings a change of shoes to 

wear inside, when we return from the forest. Bug spray and suntan lotion must be applied prior to 

school. In case of inclement weather, your child should also bring waterproof trousers and jacket. 

PE:  PE will take place outside each Friday afternoon. Your child will need to bring a named PE kit consisting of a red 

T-shirt, black shorts/tracksuit bottoms and trainers/pumps to school on this day each week.   

If you have any questions or would like to contact me, please send a message on Seesaw or catch me at the school 

gate once the children are dismissed. Here’s to an exciting last half term! 

Kind regards,      
Mrs Norman 


